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Commissioner for Patents 

MAIL STOP PATENT APPLICATION 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to the provisions of 37 CFR Sections 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicant 
submits herewith copies of the prior art documents cited on the attached Forms 
PTO/SB/08A and PTO/SB/08B for consideration during prosecution of the subject 
Application. 

This Statement is filed solely for the purpose of complying with the pertinent 
rules of the Office and is not intended to be a substitute for an independent evaluation 
by the examiner of the art cited or an independent search by the examiner, and no 
representation of any nature is made or intended by the filing of this Statement. 

In addition to the art cited on Forms PTO/SB/08A and PTO/SB/08B, Applicant 
and/or his attorneys may have been exposed to or considered additional art relating to 
the general class of the subject matter of the invention. However, if in fact such 
exposure or consideration has occurred, to the best of their recall or judgment, none of 
such art is prior art which is more relevant than the art cited. 

Respectfully submitted, 



David C. Jenkiiis 
Registration No. 42,691 
Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC 
600 Grant Street, 44th Floor 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
(412) 566-1253 Attorney for Applicant 



Please type a plus sign (+) inside this box -> [ + I PTO/SB/08A (08-00) 

1 I Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Unde r the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 



+ 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Douglas Wilson 



Sheet 



1 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



021148-00037 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant j 
Figures Appear 


, Kind Code 2 

Number . s 

(if known) 




A 


C One A~70 

o,^Uo,4 1 o 




D. W. Coffin, Sr. 


04/27/1993 






B 


5,595,802 




D. E. Weder et al. 


01/21/1997 






c 


5,792,535 




D. E. Weder 


08/11/1998 






D 


6,138,902 




J. Welch 


10/31/2000 






E 


6,210,766 




H. L. McLaughlin 


04/03/2001 






F 


6,277,454 




D. L. Neale et al. 


08/21/2001 






G 


6,299,956 




M. S. Freedman 


10/09/2001 






H 


6,447,863 




T. M. Lewin 


09/10/2002 






I 


6,475,585 




H. Yamanashi et al. 


11/05/2002 






J 


0043409 A1 




M. L. Parker et al. 


03/06/2003 

















































































































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 1 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 

Kind Code 5 

Office 3 Number 4 (if known) 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Fiqures Appear 

























































































































































































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 
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possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
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